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Loving God, Loving People, Loving God, Loving People, Loving God, Loving People,    

Reaching the World, and Serving Reaching the World, and Serving Reaching the World, and Serving    

   Each Other is the Purpose of Each Other is the Purpose of Each Other is the Purpose of    

New Beginnings Church.New Beginnings Church.New Beginnings Church.   
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A Sermon Series on A Sermon Series on A Sermon Series on    

Marriage & FamilyMarriage & FamilyMarriage & Family   
 

Evaluating Marriage & Family by Evaluating Marriage & Family by 

Godôs Standards and not by the Godôs Standards and not by the 

Worldôs StandardsWorldôs Standards  

Presents:Presents:Presents:   
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Divorce Among Adults Who Have Been MarriedDivorce Among Adults Who Have Been Married  
 

(Base: 3792 adults)  

Population   Have Been   No. of  
Segment   Divorced   Interviews  
 

All adults   33%    3792  
      
Evangelical Christians  26%    339  
 

Non -evangelical born  

again Chrisitans  33%    1373  
 

Notional Christians  33%    1488  
 

Associated with  

non Christian faith  38%    197  
 

Atheist or agnostic  30%    269  
 

All born again  

Christians   32%    1712  
 

All non born  
again Christians  33%    2080  
      
Protestant   34%    1997  
 

Catholic   28%    875  
      
Upscale    22%    450  
 

Downscale   39%    367  
      
White    32%    2641  
 

African -American  36%    464  
 

Hispanic   31%    458  
 

Asian    20%    128  
      
Conservative   28%    1343  
 

Moderate   33%    1720  
 

Liberal    37%    474  
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Born again Christians who are not evangelical were               

indistinguishable from the national average on the matter of 

divorce: 33% have been married and divorced. The survey did 

not determine if the divorce occurred before or after the person 

had become born again. However, previous research by Barna 

has shown that less than two out of every ten people who     

accept Christ as their savior do so after their first marriage. 
 

In fact, when evangelicals and non-evangelical born again 

Christians are combined into an aggregate class of born again 

adults, their divorce figure is statistically identical to that of non

-born again adults: 32% versus 33%, respectively. 
 

Thirty percent of atheists and agnostics had been married and 

subsequently divorced. However, the three-point difference 

from the national average was within the range of sampling 

error, suggesting that their likelihood of experiencing a        

dissolved marriage is the same as that of the population at-

large. A representative from Barna also pointed out the atheists 

and agnostics have lower rates of marriage and a higher likeli-

hood of cohabitation, a combination of behaviors that distort       

comparisons with other segments. 
 

Reflections on Marriage and Divorce 
 

George Barna, who directed the study, noted that Americans 

have grown comfortable with divorce as a natural part of life. 

"There no longer seems to be much of a stigma attached to   

divorce; it is now seen as an unavoidable rite of passage," the 

researcher indicated. "Interviews with young adults suggest that 

they want their initial marriage to last, but are not particularly 

optimistic about that possibility. There is also evidence that 

many young people are moving toward embracing the idea of 

serial marriage, in which a person gets married two or three 

times, seeking a different partner for each phase of their adult 

life." 
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A Sermon Series on A Sermon Series on A Sermon Series on    

Marriage & FamilyMarriage & FamilyMarriage & Family   
   
   

Learn Biblical principles on relationships 

throughout this sermon series.  Whether you 

desire to improve your marriage, want to know 

how to survive divorce, enhance extended 

family relationships, learn to live godly as a 

single, overcome divorce, understand your  

parents, or to comprehend your children and 

teenagers, there is something for everyone in 

every aspect of this series.  

Presents:Presents:Presents:   
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Extreme Makeover Home EditionExtreme Makeover Home Edition  
 

Evaluating Marriage & Family by Godôs Evaluating Marriage & Family by Godôs 

Standards and not the Worldôs StandardsStandards and not the Worldôs Standards  

The world says:The world says:  

God says in Ephesians 3:14God says in Ephesians 3:14--19 19 NKJVNKJV::  

For this reason I bow my knees to the Father of our 

Lord Jesus Christ, 15 from whom the whole  family 

in heaven and earth is named, 16 that He would grant 

you, according to the riches of His glory, to be 

strengthened with might through His Spirit in the 

inner man, 17 that Christ may dwell in your hearts 

through faith; that you, being rooted and grounded in 

love, 18 may be able to comprehend with all the 

saints what is the width and length and depth and 

height-- 19 to know the love of Christ which passes 

knowledge; that you may be filled with all the      

fullness of God. 
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Marriage and Divorce Statistics ReleasedMarriage and Divorce Statistics Released  
 

É The Barna Group, Ltd, 2009.  
 

Most Americans get married at some point in their life: just one 

out of five adults (22%) has never been married. Among those 

who have said their wedding vows, one out of three have been 

divorced at least once, according to a new study from The    

Barna Group. 
 

Marriage Is the Norm 
 

In addition to finding that four out of every five adults (78%) 

have been married at least once, the Barna study revealed that 

an even higher proportion of born again Christians (84%) tie 

the knot. That eclipses the proportion among people aligned 

with non-Christian faiths (74%) and among atheists and        

agnostics (65%). 
 

Divorce Is Widespread 
 

Among adults who have been married, the study discovered 

that one-third (33%) have experienced at least one divorce. 

That means that among all Americans 18 years of age or older, 

whether they have been married or not, 25% have gone through 

a marital split. 
 

The study showed that the percentage of adults who have been 

married and divorced varies from segment to segment. For    

instance, the groups with the most prolific experience of     

marriage ending in divorce are downscale adults (39%), Baby 

Boomers (38%), those aligned with a non-Christian faith 

(38%), African-Americans (36%), and people who consider 

themselves to be liberal on social and political matters (37%). 
 

Among the population segments with the lowest likelihood of 

having been divorced subsequent to marriage are Catholics 

(28%), evangelicals (26%), upscale adults (22%), Asians (20%) 

and those who deem themselves to be conservative on social 

and political  matters (28%). 
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And further, submit to one another out of reverence 

for Christ.  22 For wives, this means submit to your 

husbands as to the Lord.  23 For a husband is the 

head of his wife as Christ is the head of the church. 

He is the Savior of his body, the church.  24 As the 

church submits to Christ, so you wives should     

submit to your husbands in everything.  25 For    

husbands, this means love your wives, just as Christ 

loved the church. He gave up his life for her  26 to 

make her holy and clean, washed by the cleansing of 

God's word.  27 He did this to present her to himself 

as a glorious 

church without a 

spot or wrinkle or 

any other blem-

ish. Instead, she 

will be holy and     

without fault.  

28 In the same 

way, husbands 

ought to love their 

wives as they love 

their own bodies. 

For a man who 

loves his wife actually shows love for  himself.  

29 No one hates his own body but feeds and cares for 

it, just as Christ cares for the church.30 And we are 

members of his body.  31 As the Scriptures say, "A 

man leaves his father and mother and is joined to his 

wife, and the two are united into one." 32 This is a 

great mystery, but it is an illustration of the way 

Christ and the church are one.33 So again I say, each 

man must love his wife as he loves himself, and the 

wife must respect her husband. 

God says in Ephesians God says in Ephesians 5:215:21ïï  33 33 NLTNLT::  
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  Extreme Home MakeoverExtreme Home Makeover  

The Blueprints The Blueprints   
  

Godôs Design for Marriage and FamilyGodôs Design for Marriage and Family  

Godôs BlueprintsGodôs BlueprintsGodôs Blueprints   
 

Imitate God, therefore, in everything you do, because 

you are his dear children.  2 Live a life filled with 

love, following the example of Christ. He loved us 

and offered himself as a sacrifice for us, a pleasing 

aroma to God. 

God says in Ephesians 5:1God says in Ephesians 5:1--2 2 NLTNLT::  

God says in Ephesians 2:19God says in Ephesians 2:19--22 22 NLTNLT::  

So now you Gentiles are no longer strangers  

and foreigners. You are citizens along with all of 

God's holy people. You are members of God's  

family. 20 Together, we are his house, built on  

the foundation of the apostles and the prophets.  

And the cornerstone is Christ Jesus himself.   

21 We are carefully joined together in him,  

becoming a holy temple for the Lord.  22 Through 

him you Gentiles are also being made part of this 

dwelling where God lives by his Spirit. 


